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CHAPTEE XIV.

BITTER CKEEK.

THE Oanip of Peaks, composing the Sierra Madre,
having their crown and centre in Fremont's Peak,
three hundred feet above the height of Monte
Eosa, shed from their snowy sides three water-
hues ; on the eastern side, towards the Mississippi
and the Atlantic Ocean; on the western side, towards
the Columbia river and the Pacific Ocean; on the
southern side, towards the Colorado river and the
Gulf of California. South-westward of this Peak
rises the Wasatch chain, shutting out from these
systems of rain-flow the depression known as the
Valley of Utah and the Great Salt Lake. Be-
tween the two great mountain chains of the Sierra
Madre and the Wasatch lies the Bitter Creek
country, one of the most sterile spots on the
surface of this earth.

This wild Sahara, measuring it from Sulphur
VOL. i.                        M